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to oust me and therefore offered the Government a loar
twice the size of ours. He demanded political concessions
in the solution of the Jewish problem; wanted with the
assistance of his French and Rumanian friends, to build
a railway connection with Rumania and Bessarabia,
combining the whole transaction with the transfer of
Jewish capital in Czechoslovakia. He made a similar
suggestion to the Slovak and Czech Governments.
Lustig tried to get me to collaborate with him. His
plan was undoubtedly generous, but it had no firm
financial foundation, for Lustig wanted first to raise
a loan from the English and French Jews, so as to
make some progress in the solution of the Jewish
question. My financial group was ready to place a
sum of several millions at the immediate disposal of
R6vay, who, at my suggestion, intended to spend it on
the * Sic*. R&vay rejected this, however, in favour of
Lustig*s offer.

Lustig, however, was unable to put his plan into
operation. He did not succeed in getting the agreement,
which I saw in a French draft, signed; for Volosin refused
to break the promise he had made to me and be drawn
into a political adventure. He had a healthy instinct for
such things. Further, there occurred just at this time
friction with the Central Government in Prague, which
wanted to have a nominee in the Government at Chust
and had appointed General Prchala to be Minister for
Defence and the Interior. This appointment was ignored
in Chust, and the new Minister waited vainly for the
assignment of his duties. But even apart from this, the